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Course Description:

The theory component of this course focuses on specialty areas within nursing including:  maternal-newborn care; care of the child; psychiatric-mental health nursing; and concepts of critical care and related nursing skills. The nursing skills component of this course includes hi-fidelity simulation and provides an opportunity for the foreign-educated nurse to review and update clinical skills and health assessment in the context of current U.S. practice. The course emphasizes evidence-based practice, including nursing process, critical thinking and decision-making skills.  Students apply theoretical concepts to direct patient care during an instructor-supervised clinical experience.

Course Objectives:

The objective of this course is to prepare bilingual, bicultural registered nurses who understand and function safely and effectively in US health care settings, using critical thinking, evidence-based practice and effective written and verbal communication.

Student Learning Outcomes:

At the completion of this course the student should be able to:
· Apply nursing concepts and theories to the practice of professional nursing in the specialty areas of maternal-newborn care; care of the child; psychiatric-mental health nursing; and concepts of critical care.
· Apply the nursing process to select patient populations demonstrating critical thinking.
· Perform focused assessments of clients using competent health assessment skills.
· Provide competent nursing care that is holistic and culturally sensitive to each client’s unique needs.
· Provide patient education and discharge planning as appropriate to the client’s and family’s needs.
· Communicate effectively with physicians, other members of the health care team, patients and family members.

· Demonstrate effective written communication skills in the documentation of patient care.
Length of Course:
81 lecture/lab hours  (50 lecture hours, 31 lab hours)

Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F)

Prerequisites:
Limited to students admitted to the WIN Program for foreign-

educated nurses. Students must meet OSBN language assessment 

requirement. Students must receive a satisfactory credential 

evaluation from an OSBN approved credential evaluation service.

Required Text:
1.
Silvestri, L., (2002) Comprehensive Review for NCLEX-RN (2nd 


ed.).  Philadelphia:  W. B. Saunders.


2.
Drug reference book


3.
RN Notes, Myers, E. 2006

Major Topic Outline:

A. Psych-mental health nursing

B. Burns

C. Critical care and multi-system disorders

D. Final theory and skills assessment

